                                  Syllabus                     
               Chinese Philosophy

The task of this course will be to introduce students to the rich history of Chinese philosophy. If one word could characterize the entire history of Chinese philosophy, that one word would be “humanism”; however, Chinese humanism is not to be thought of as being an abstract form of  humanism in which man stands alone in the universe; on the contrary, the true meaning of  the Chinese word “humanism” symbolizes a specific type of  humanism which includes a Supreme Power (Heaven) which is able to bring together a real unity between  man and woman - with Heaven on earth. It is in this above sense that the Confucian concept of  “humanism” has dominated the whole history of Chinese thought from Confucius to the present . Moreover, in light of this concept of “humanism”, then, our task in this Chinese philosophy course will be to study the most important thinkers, movements, and classical texts within the history of Chinese philosophy which greatly contributed to this concept of  “humanism”; such as, Confucius, Mencius, Lao-Tzu, Chuang Tzu, Taoistic Confucianism, Neo-Taoism, the Great Learning, the Doctrine of the Mean, and other important classical Chinese writings. Moreover, at the conclusion of this course, we will to take a careful look at Mao tse-tung’s project of a Communist “cultural Revolution”  in China in order to compare it with the most contemporary developments in China today .
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